An Taisce Report — IBAL Anti-Litter League, Round 1, 2019

Kilkenny: 15t out of 40 Towns / Cities Surveyed. Cleaner than European Norms.

Kilkenny returns to a place it has been many times — the top of the IBAL table. The entire area
was pristine but some top-ranking sites deserve special mention. The Pedestrian Bridge /
River Bank was a lovely riverside environment which was wonderfully presented and
maintained. Parliament Street was attractively laid out and scored very well with regard to
litter. Market Cross (Pedestrianised shopping mall) was very fresh in terms of presentation
and litter. The design of the ‘Bring Bank’ at St. Canice’s was such that there were few
opportunities for ‘stuffing’ items between, beneath and behind the recycle units.

R712 Approach Road: Grade A. A well presented route, creating a positive first impression of
Kilkenny. Road surface, signage and markings were in good order and it scored well with regard to
litter.

Kilkenny Train Station — Exterior: Grade A. The exterior of the train station presented well with
flower beds and built environment in good order. It got the top litter grade, but only just. Cigarette
butts were noticeable in the flower beds — this needs to be addressed to prevent further build-up. The
remainder of the area was very good.

Kilkenny Train Station — Interior: Grade A. All aspects of the interior of the station were in very
good condition and fresh in appearance e.g. tiled flooring, seating, bins and signage. There was a
complete absence of litter. The industrial ‘blue’ bin was very full / overflowing, potentially causing a
litter situation.

Pedestrian Bridge / River Bank: Grade A. This riverside environment has been wonderfully
presented and maintained. Grass banks, paving, bin, life-belt, etc. were in very good condition.
There was a virtual absence of litter throughout the area surveyed.

Parliament Street: Grade A. As a main shopping street this was beautifully laid out with attractive
paving and seating creating an opportunity for relaxing. The overall impression created along
Parliament Street was a positive one with regard to presentation and litter. It is very well served by
litter bins.

Vacant site — formerly Cheri Lee: Grade A. (on Parliament Street, opposite New Building Lane)
This red brick mid-terrace building is no longer operating. It got the top litter grade, but only just, with
a virtual absence of litter. It could easily slide to a littered status. The paint / woodwork were
decaying.

‘Bring Centre’ at St. Canice’s: Grade A. The design / layout of this facility presents very well,
leaving little opportunity for the ‘stuffing’ of items that so regularly happens elsewhere throughout the
country. Overall, it was very much deserving of the top litter grade.

Market Cross, Shopping Mall: Grade A.The paving at this pedestrianised shopping area created an
artistic effect and the area was enhanced by some large planter boxes. All aspects of the area
surveyed were in very good order e.g. seating, bins, planted areas, signage etc.. It was excellent with
regard to litter.

R697 Approach Road: Grade A. There was a complete absence of litter along this stretch of road.

M9 — N10 Link Road to Carlow: Grade A. The overall impression created along this route was a
clean one with no visible litter issues.



