An Taisce Report — IBAL Anti-Litter League, Round 1, 2020

Drogheda: 21%t out of 40 Towns / Cities surveyed. Clean to European Norms.

A welcome improvement for Drogheda, with seven of the ten sites surveyed receiving the top
litter grade. These included the approach roads, the River Bank, West Street (very attractive
streetscape) and Old Abbey Lane, which deserves a special mention as it has been transformed
into a lovely environment from a pretty poor state some years ago. By far the most heavily
littered site was ‘Westgate House’ a derelict building which had heavy accumulations of a wide
variety of litter.

R150 Mornington Approach: Grade A. A tidy impression was created along this route, with no visible
litter issues. This high standard was sustained for well over half of the sites surveyed in Drogheda.

Bank of River: Grade A. Attractive planting lines the bank of the river and the built environment was
in good order e.g. black seating, street bins, signage and sculpture. There was a virtual absence of
litter in the area surveyed.

Derelict Building, Westgate House: Grade C. The front/fagade of this boarded up building presents
reasonably well, with efforts made to take away the ‘bare look’. The area to the rear tells a completely
different story — heavy levels of a wide variety of food related items and cardboard were all present.
Attention is required before this become a dumping ground. Background environmental indicators were
poor e.g. graffiti, fly-posting, poorly maintained grass/ shrubbery areas, weed etc.

Trinity Street: Grade B. There was a definite litter presence along Trinity Street with sweet papers,
fast-food wrappers and plastic bottles the most obvious litter items, along with cans. Face masks and
gloves (Covid items) were both featured along Trinity Street. The boarded-up property (with graffiti)
presented poorly.

West Street: Grade A. The paving along West Street creates a very clean impression and this is
further enhanced by bicycle parking, litter bins, hanging baskets, bollards etc.. West Street was very
good with regard to litter and it is very well served by litter bins.

St. Lawrence Street: Grade A. A commendable environment, not quite spotless but not marred by
litter either.

Recycle Facility in Palace Street Car Park: Grade C. The shrubbery surrounding the signage
relating to the use of this facility was overgrown and covered much of the large signage. This is kind of
indicative of the overall management of the facility, with many of the units full / overflowing, significant
accumulations of loose items to the rear and bags of discarded rubbish.

Old Abbey Lane: Grade A. A hugely improved environment which now has attractive paving, some
planter boxes and a general air of maintenance compared to some years ago. It was excellent with
regard to litter. Even the boarded up properties didn’t look too badly.

N1 Dublin Approach Road: Grade A. There were no major litter issues to report along this route.

N51 connecting road with Navan: Grade A. There didn’t appear to be any visible litter along this
route.



