An Taisce Report — IBAL Anti-Litter League, Round 1, 2020

Kilkenny: 15t out of 40 towns / cities surveyed. Cleaner than European Norms.

Again Kilkenny comes up shining! It wasn’t just the following sites which consistently scored
so well, but even the series of interconnecting laneways between the streets and medieval area
were excellent —this is often not the case in other towns / cities throughout the country. Among
many top-ranking sites, a few deserve a special mention e.g. Kilkenny Castle Park and Rose
Garden (a wonderful resource which was clear of litter throughout), Abbey Square Car Park (not
just a functional car park, but attractively presented with planting around the perimeter) and
High Street — an exceptionally clean and well presented shopping environment.

Medieval Mile Museum: Grade A. The grounds of this museum were devoid of all litter. Bins, seating
areas, signage etc. were in excellent condition. Grounds were suitably maintained for such an historic
site.

Kilkenny Castle Park and Rose Garden: Grade A. The extensive grounds of Kilkenny Castle were
in excellent order - not just very good with regard to litter but very well maintained — a credit to the users
and those responsible for the maintenance. Lovely signage e.g. Ecology of an Oak Tree, Kilkenny Park
Run Trail, sculptures, seating, bins etc. all create a very positive impression. Temporary outdoor café
area and water feature in the Rose Garden were also clear of litter.

N77 Approach from Athy: Grade A. A clean and tidy approach to Kilkenny, creating a positive first
impression of the town — this very high standard was maintained for virtually all the remaining sites
surveyed.

R693 Approach from Thurles: Grade A. There were no visible litter along this route and colourful
planting close to the ‘Welcome to Kilkenny’ signage was a nice feature.

Bring Centre at St. Canice’s Car Park: Grade B+. The clothing and bottle / can bin unit were clean
and fresh and large, clear signage was in good order. Bottle caps, broken glass and loose litter items
were around the base and to the side and rear of the bin units.

Abbey Square Car Park: Grade A. A lovely town centre car park with road surface / markings in very
good order and colourful surrounding planting. Signage relating to the car park was in excellent order
— it was excellent with regard to litter.

High Street: Grade A. A long stretch of shopping street which was consistently clear of litter
throughout. It wasn't just the lack of litter which created such a good impression but the overall
presentation of the street e.g. paving, abundant and colourful hanging baskets, bins in excellent
condition, wooden seating, bollards etc. A top-ranking site throughout.

Banks of River Nore: Grade A. (from St. John’s Bridge to pedestrianised bridge). A lovely riverside
environment with seating, paving, grassy picnic area etc, very well presented and maintained. There
were no visible litter issues in the water or along the banks of the river. The pedestrianised bridge was
lined with colourful planting.

Upper and Lower John Street: Grade A. There was a virtual absence of litter along the stretch of
both Upper and Lower John Street. ‘Keep Kilkenny Litter Free’ signage on the paving was very discreet.

M9-N10 Carlow — Kilkenny Link Road: Grade A. There were no litter issues along this route, in
either direction.



